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1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group 1 with claims 12-1 8 in the reply filed on 
6/17/08 is acknowledged. 

2. Figure 24 should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art— because only that which 
is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. Below are just a few examples of minor claim informalities and 1 12 problems with some 
of the claims. 

4. Claims 14, 16 and 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
language of "at least one vertically extending protrusions" in lines 1-2 of the claims 14, 16 and 
18 is not consistent language with "at least one protrusion" in claims 13, 15 and 17. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 12, line 7 the language of "like" is confusing for it is not clear what is meant by "plate- 
like". 
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Claims 13,15 and 17 it is not clear how the at least one protrusion substantially contacts a left 
and right side plate. How can a structure substantially contact another structure? 

Claims 13-18 the language of "a/the corresponding side plate" is confusing for it is not clear if 
the protrusion contact both or only one of the left and right side plates. 

Claim 18, lines 2-3 are confusing for it is not clear what structure the left and right side plates are 
associated with. In line 3, after the language of "plates" add - - of the main casing body - - to 
associate the plates with the casing. 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP '682 in 
view of Naito et al (2006/0154499). 

JP '682 teaches an outdoor apparatus comprising: a box-shaped main casing body 6 that has an 
opening formed at a front face and a box-shaped front panel 7 that covers the front opening of 
the main casing body, wherein an upper plate of the main casing body 6 having an upward 
protrusion 12 that protrudes upward and has a plate-like rearward protrusion 15 that protrudes 
rearward (as seen in Fig. 7) from the upward protrusion 12, and the front panel 7 having a bent 
portion 13 that is bent substantially perpendicularly from an upper plate 9 that opposes the 
upward protrusion 12 of the main casing body and contacts a tip (the tip would be where the 
upper number 15 refers to in Fig. 7) of the rearward protrusion 15 of the main casing body 6. No 
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board is taught in JP '682. Naito teaches a board in a box (junction/connection). Therefore, it is 
considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the board in box 6 of JP '682 to support and provide electrical interconnection for the 
devices in box 6 to provide an electrical system. Regarding claim 13, each of a left side plate 
and a right side plate 4 of the main casing body 6 does have formed thereon at least one 
protrusion 12 that extends vertically and substantially contacts a corresponding side plate 13 
among a left side plate and a right side plate of the front panel in Fig. 7. Regarding claims 14 and 
16, the protrusion the at least one vertically extending protrusions 12 is formed on each of the 
left side plate and the right side plate at positions near and at an outer side of a tip portion of the 
corresponding side plate among the left side plate and the right side plate of the front panel. 
Regarding claim 15, each of a left side plate and a right side plate 4 of the front panel 7 having 
formed thereon at least one protrusion 12 that extends vertically and substantially contacts a 
corresponding side plate 13 among a left side plate and a right side plate of the main casing 
body. Regarding claim 17, JP '682 teaches an outdoor apparatus comprising: a box-shaped main 
casing body 6 that has an opening formed at a front face and a box-shaped front panel 7 that 
covers the front opening of the main casing body 6, and each of a left side plate and a right side 
plate 4 of the main casing body 6 having formed thereon at least one protrusion 12 that extends 
vertically and substantially contacts (insofar as understood) a corresponding side plate 14 among 
a left side plate and a right side plate of the front panel, and each of the left side plate and the 
right side plate of the front panel 7 having formed thereon at least one protrusion 13 that extends 
vertically and substantially contacts (where the lower number 15 refers to in Fig.7) a 
corresponding side plate among the left side plate and the right side plate of the main casing 
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body. Regarding claim 18, the at least one vertically extending protrusions 12 is formed on each 
of the left side plate and the right side plate at positions near and at an outer side of a tip portion 
of the corresponding side plate 14 among the left side plate and the right side plate of the front 
pane 7. 

9. Claims 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE '247 in 
view of Naito et al (2006/0154499). 

Regarding claim 13,DE '247 teaches an outdoor apparatus comprising: a box-shaped 
main casing body (1,3-6) that has an opening formed at a front face and a box-shaped front panel 
2 that covers the front opening of the main casing body, wherein each of a left side plate and a 
right side plate 4 of the main casing body having formed thereon at least one protrusion (20, Fig. 
8) that extends vertically and substantially contacts a corresponding side plate among a left side 
plate and a right side plate of the front panel. Regarding claim 14, the at least one vertically 
extending protrusions 20 is formed on each of the left side plate and the right side plate at 
positions near and at an outer side of a tip portion of the corresponding side plate among the left 
side plate and the right side plate of the front panel. Regarding claim 15, the box-shaped main 
casing body (1,3-6) that has an opening formed at a front face and a box-shaped front panel 2 
that covers the front opening of the main casing body, and each of a left side plate and a right 
side plate of the front panel having formed thereon at least one protrusion (20,Fig.8) that extends 
vertically and substantially contacts a corresponding side plate among a left side plate and a right 
side plate of the main casing body. Regarding claim 16, the at least one vertically extending 
protrusions 20 is formed on each of the left side plate and the right side plate at positions near 
and at an outer side of a tip portion of the corresponding side plate among the left side plate and 
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the right side plate of the front panel. Regarding claim 17, the box-shaped main casing body 
(1,3-6) that has an opening formed at a front face and a box-shaped front panel 7 that covers the 
front opening of the main casing body, and each of a left side plate and a right side plate of the 
main casing body having formed thereon at least one protrusion 20 that extends vertically and 
substantially contacts a corresponding side plate among a left side plate and a right side plate of 
the front panel, and each of the left side plate and the right side plate of the front panel having 
formed thereon at least one protrusion 20 that extends vertically and substantially contacts a 
corresponding side plate among the left side plate and the right side plate of the main casing 
body. Regarding claim 18 the at least one vertically extending protrusions 20 is formed on each 
of the left side plate and the right side plate at positions near and at an outer side of a tip portion 
of the corresponding side plate among the left side plate and the right side plate of the front 
panel. No board taught by DE '247. Naito teaches a board in a box (junction/connection). 
Therefore, it is considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the board in box 6 of JP '682 to support and provide electrical interconnection 
for the devices in box 6 to provide an electrical system. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertain in the fact that the 
not relied upon cited art teaches waterproof housings. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Gregory D. Thompson whose telephone number is (571) 272-2045. The 
examiner can normally be reached on varying schedule. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Gandhi can be reached on (571) 272- 3740. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gregory D Thompson/ Gregory D Thompson 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2835 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 2835 



